Donations towards the cost of our
new printer and software for our new

computers.
We’re half way there.

Popular Selections
Chosen by Librarian Helen Shaw

Fiction

Brown  Stamdoff

Clark Before I Say Good-bye

Klein The Running Mate

Sanford FEasy Prey

Woods  The Run

Non-Fiction

Eggers  Heartbreaking Work of
Staggering Genius

Fitzgerald Way Out There in the Blue

Hazzard Greene on Capri

Love The Bob Love Story

Poitier  The Measure of a Man

Kayson Girl, Interrupted

Children

Jarrett  Heroines of the American
Revolution

Rey Curious George Goes to the
Hospital

Rey Curious George Learns the
Alphabet

Rey Curious George Flies a Kite

Paulsen Tucket s Gold

| Sale.” The help of Dottie LaCasse and Wilma Tilton as sales people
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LATEST NEWS
Compiled by Mary Davies and Jim Foster

Lawn Sale

The weather was perfect for the lawn sale held by the Friends of the
Skowhegan Free Public Library on May 20th. Jim and Corrilla Hastings
assisted by Bill Laney and Marcia Granville began setting things up at
their home on the West Ridge Road at 6:30. Before it was 7:00 0’clock
they had their first customer. He was followed by droves of bargain
seekers who were visiting each location of Comville’s “Six-Mile Lawn

was invaluable. High school students Meredith Moore and Fiona
Reardon, arrived at 9:00 a.m. to cook and sell hotdogs and other foods.
Almost before the griddles were hot, a line was forming at their station.
The cooks went home, exhausted, at 2:00 p.m. after selling all but a few
sandwiches and a mere six hotdogs. Those six were gone before an-
other half hour had passed. Thanks to the generous donations of goods
and labor, the Friends earned $1100 for the Building and Renovations
Fund.

Annual Meeting

Congratulations to new President Corrilla Hastings and Vice-President
Jim Foster. They were elected at the Annual Meeting on May 10. They
each putina great deal of effort to help the library and this is one more task.
They are proving the adage, “If you want something done, ask a busy
person”. Following the business meeting, a series of Book Reviews were
presented by Priscilla Bilodeau, James & Rachael Bourassa, Alan
Foxwell, Ivor Lovfing, Meredith Moore, Amy Russakoff and Phil
Russakoff. We got a dandy list for summer reading. Thanks to Cathy
Hughes for delicious sweets. Meetings will resume in September.

Friends of Maine Libraries

The Friends of Maine Libraries (FOML), the statewide umbrella group for
Friends of Libraries, which we belong to, has been very active recently. By

Continued on page 2



the time you read this, our new statewide web site, funded
by aNew Centuries Grant from the State of Maine, should
be upand running at

http: - www.friendsofmainelibraries.org

The project was organized by Bill Sullivan (Bangor
Friends), Marian Budzyna (Limerick Friends), Jim Foster
(Skowhegan Friends) and Shirley Helfrich (Southern
Maine Library District consultant.) The site will be
maintained by Biil Sullivan and Jim Foster. It will feature
our state newsletter, links to many of the Friends groups
around Maine and elsewhere (including our Skowhegan
Friends site), and many other useful and informative pages.

The FOML Conference 2000 will be held Friday,
September 29, at the Senator Inn in Augusta. This years
conference program will have many speakers and
workshops which will be very relevant to us in
Skowhegan, so keep the date free. Brochures and
registration materials are being mailed out this month. For
more information see the FOML website or call Jim Foster
(474-2589).

FOML is once again offering three grants of $500 each for
new or existing library or Friends programs or projects.
The winners will be announced at the Conference.

Congratulations to the Kennebunk Free Library, their
Friends group, and the Seacoast Garden Club, who won
second place in the nationwide “Grow Together Garden
Contest,” sponsored by the Friends of Libraries, USA and
Storey Books, a publisher of garden books. The FOML
newsletter reports,

“The contest was designed to encourage libraries and
communities to work together to enhance the exteriors or
interiors of their buildings with gardens. Kennebunk won
in the specialty garden category for the work the Seacoast
Garden Club did in building the faerie garden next to the
children’s room and then in working with the library, the
Friends of the Library and the community to have May
Day activities for children centered around the faerie

garden.

The announcement of the award, at the midwinter meeting
of the American Library Association, cited “the level of

community involvement.” John Storey, president of
Storey Books said, “we became engrossed in the
evolutionofyour Faerie Garden from itstimidbeginning
to the exquisite full biossom of summer.” The award
comes with a $500 prize and a set of 65 Storey
gardening books.

The 80-member Friends of the Kennebunk Free
Library, in whose name the award was given, will use
the money for additions to the book collection.”

Computers, Classes, and Our
Website

We are near acquiring the two new computers for
which we received a New Centuries Grant. There will
bea fuller report in next month’s Lookout, but in brief
these will be state of the art, Pentium Il computers with
adequate memory, large hard disks and Windows
2000, with a scanner, two inkjet printers, anda CD
bumner. (The grant only covered one printer, so we are
seeking donations to help pay for the second printer.)

Assoonas the computers arrive and are set up, we will
start a new series of the Basic Computer Class, co-
sponsored by the Friends and the Kennebec Valley
Computer Society, which have been postponed over
the Spring. The classes will be updated to focus on
Windows 2000, and hopefully we will follow this up
with more specialized classes on the software available
on the new machines. We will be trying to get back to
all who have expressed an interest during that period,
but watch our website for the dates and times.

By the way, if you haven’t been to the Skowhegan
Friends’ web site yet, we have copies of back issues of
this newsletter, photos of library events, the text of our
computer classes available for downioad, and many
useful links. The address is

http./‘mainetoday.koz.com/maine; friends
The site also has a page of interesting links, mainly

related to libraries and reading. This is a resource we
hope will be used more in the future.
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¥ July §
ﬁ July 12

b July 19

& July 26

_ August 2

Helen Shaw,

Francoise Labonte,

Lois Moody

and Thelma Butler

Your Library Trustees Are:
Bill Laney, Warren Shay,
Mary Davies, Betsey Hall,
Kathy Dorko,

Toni Jo Blaisdell and

Rick Anzeic

Friends Officers Are:
Corrilla Hastings, Pres.,
Jim Foster, VP,

Marcia Granville, Sec. and Kathy
Hughes, Treas.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Living Treasures from the Sea by Kristine Rinaldi

Amazing Feathered Friends by Somerset Cooperative Extension
Discovering Pond Life by Warren Balgooyen

A Magic Show by Joe Scozzafava

Who’s Afraid of the Wolf? Not Us! by Jodi Renshaw, Maine
Wolf Coalition

Tour of History House followed by games and refreshments from
the 1840’s

——

The Library Lookout

Free Public Library

Friends of the Skowhegan £ '



